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Synopses of Important Articles. 65 

tively. The poetic nature was characteristic of the Hebrew people throughout 
their history. (2) That so much of the divine revelation is written in poetry is 
explained by the fact that the human heart is most easily and deeply stirred by 
great thoughts rhythmically expressed. 

The characteristics of Hebrew poetry are (1) chiefly and universally, its relig- 
ious purpose ; (2) the absence of any consciousness of art ; (3) unity ; (4) the total 
absence of any use of, or approach toward, fiction ; (5) directness, simplicity and 
sincerity ; (6) the use of the bolder figures of speech ; (7) joyousness ; (8) the 
employment of imagery drawn from the natural scenery of Palestine, from domes- 
tic life, from Hebrew history ; (9) artistic form ; (10) sublimity. 

A presentation, in some respects hardly up to the times ; but comprehensive and helpful. 



The Unchangeable Word.* — Progress in knowledge involving the passing 
away of much that seemed to be established, is the characteristic of the present 
age. But the truths that were originally written in the Word of God are unal- 
terably the same. The Bible when it came from the hand of God was perfect. 
This is argued (1) from the fact that the same God inspired the whole of it. It is 
as complete and perfect as its divine author. It is substantiated (2) by the attri- 
butes of God. He is unchangeable and perfect, and the revelation he has given 
cannot be less than complete and established forever. This is proved also (3) by 
the great object for which the Scriptures were written — to proclaim to all ages the 
one everlasting gospel. This gospel based on universal human needs is unalter- 
able and cannot be amended or improved. Practical inferences follow : — (1) All 
the great doctrines of the Bible are fixed, whether or not man comprehends them. 
(2) The moral law as laid down in the Bible is forever the same and is forever 
binding on men. 

A staunch and hearty upholding of the most conservative views relating to the Bible. It is 
reassuring, in these days of so many interrogations, to read such an article. 



A Revised Text of the Hebrew Bible, t— The Bevised Version of the English 
Bible is very unsatisfactory because it adheres to the massoretic text and fails to 
give any adequate recognition of the critical scholarship of the last two hundred 
years. This massoretic text has no real claim to be considered an accurate tran- 
script of the original manuscripts. Critical scholars for three centuries and more 
have been comparing and emending this imperfect text on the established prin- 
ciples of textual criticism. Examples of these changes are found in Gen. 1:1, 
where for shamaim (heavens) is to be read maim (waters) ; also in Judges 3:8, 
where for aram the correct reading is edom ; in Deut. 33:2, where the translation 
of the corrected text is " and came from Meribah-Kadesh." Other changes desir- 
able are to remove passages which are out of place, to their rightful positions, to 
restore the ancient order of the O. T. Books, to give the prophetic writings their 
proper chronological order and assign them to their right authors, and to perform 
a similar service for the Psalms. A text thus amended and altered, the result 
of twenty-five years of close critical study, has been prepared by Prof. Graetz of 
Breslau, and now awaits publication. The cost of publishing such a work will be 
great, and it is hoped that American men of wealth and scholarship will feel it an 
honor to aid in this enterprise. 



* By T. W. Hooper D. D. in The Presbyterian Quarterly, July, 1888. Pp. 208-216. 
+ By A. W. Thayer in Unitarian Review, July 1888. Pp. 68-69. 



